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SUBJECT: SYG WALDHEIM'S LETTER ON ASSISTANCE TO BOTSWANA 

REE: USUN 1469 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OE LETTER FROM SYG WALDHEIM TO US 
PERMREP CONCERNING ASSISTANCE TO BOTSWANA (ITEM TO BE DISCUSSED 
IN SECURITY COUNCIL BEGINNING MAY 24): 
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QUOTE 

SIR, 

I HAVE THE HONOUR TO REEER TO MY NOTE PO 230 BOTS (1) OF 4 
FEBRUARY 1977 IN WHICH I TRANSMITTED A COPY OP SECURITY COUNCIL 
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RESOLUTION 403 (1977) OF 14 JANUARY 1977 CONCERNING ASSISTANCE 
TO BOTSWANA. 

IT WILL BE RECALLED THAT THE SECURITY COUNCIL RECOGNIZED 
THE SPECIAL ECONOMIC HARDSHIP CONFRONTING BOTSWANA AS A 
RESULT OF THE NEED TO DIVERT FUNDS FROM DEVELOPMENT 
PROJECTS FOR SECURITY NEEDS AND ACCEPTED THE INVI- 
TATION OF THE GOVERNMENT TO DISPATCH A MISSION TO ASSESS THE 
COUNTRY'S NEEDS IN PREPARATION OF AN INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMME 
OF FINANCIAL AND OTHER ASSISTANCE. 

I WISH TO INFORM YOU THAT THE MISSION WHICH I DISPATCHED TO 
BOTSWANA IN FEBRUARY HAS COMPLETED ITS WORK AND SUBMITTED ITS 
REPORT. THE MISSION WAS ABLE TO ASCERTAIN THE EFFECTS OF 
DIVERTING RESOURCES FROM PLANNED DEVELOPMENT TO SECURITY NEEDS, AND 
THE AMOUNT OF FINANCIAL, TECHNICAL AND MATERIAL ASSISTANCE 
WHICH THE COUNTRY WILL REQUIRE IN ORDER TO CARRY OUT ITS 
PLANNED DEVELOPMENT. THIS INFORMATION IS SET OUT IN DETAIL IN 
THE ATTACHED COPY OF THE MISSION'S REPORT (S/12307). 

THE MISSION MADE A CAREFUL ASSESSMENT OF THE AMOUNT OF 
RESOURCES WHICH IT WAS EXPECTED WOULD NEED TO BE DIVERTED TO SECU- 
RITY NEEDS DURING THE FIRST THREE YEARS OF BOTSWANA'S NEW NATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN, WHICH RUNS FROM 1976 TO 1981. THE MISSION 
CONCLUDED THAT SOME $28 MILLION WOULD HAVE TO BE 
DIVERTED FOR THIS PURPOSE FROM THE PLANNED DEVELOPMENT. THE 
MISSION RECOMMENDED THAT THE MOST USEFUL TYPE OF COMPENSATORY 
HELP FROM THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY WOULD BE FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE ON A GENERAL PROGRAMME BASIS TO THE GOVERNMENT. 
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NEVERTHELESS, IF SUCH ASSISTANCE WERE NOT AVAILABLE TO COVER 
THE WHOLE $28 MILLION, A SUBSTANTIAL PROPORTION OF IT COULD BE 
PROVIDED ON A PROJECT-BY-PROJECT BASIS. 

BESIDES STUDYING THE RESOURCE-DIVERSION ASPECTS OF THE SITUATION, 

THE MISSION ALSO EXAMINED THE EXTENT TO WHICH SECURITY PROBLEMS 
ARE MAKING IT NECESSARY TO INTRODUCE NEW PROJECTS IN ORDER TO 
SAFEGUARD THE GENERAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE COUNTRY. THE 
MISSION IDENTIFIED 1 1 SUCH PROJECTS, 9 OF THEM BEING COMPLETELY 
NEW AND 2 OF THEM BEING PROJECTS ALREADY IN THE NATIONAL 
DVELOPMENT PLAN, THE IMPLEMENTATION OF WHICH SHOULD NOW BE 
ACCELERATED. THE TOTAL COST OF THESE 1 1 PROJECTS WOULD BE $25.5 
MILLION. 

IT WILL THUS BE SEEN THAT THE TOTAL SUM REQUIRED BY BOTSWANA 
TO ENABLE IT TO CONTINUE WITH ITS NORMAL DEVELOPMENT, AS 
ENVISAGED IN RESOLUTION 403 (1977), WILL AMOUNT TO $53.5 
MILLION OVER THE NEXT THREE YEARS. 
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THE GOVERNMENT OF BOTSWANA APPRECIATES THE NEED FOR CO- 
ORDINATED ACTION BOTH IN SEEKING INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE AND IN 
USING THE ASSISTANCE TO IMPLEMENT THE PROPSED PROGRAMMES. I HAVE 
DESIGNATED MR. ABDULRAHIM ABBY FARAH, ASSISTANT SECRETARY- 
GENERAL FOR SPECIAL POLITICAL QUESTIONS, TO BE RESPONSIBLE AT 
HEADQUARTERS FOR CO-ORDINATING ACTION BY THE UNITED NATIONS 
SYSTEM. HIS OFFICE WILL WORK IN CLOSE CO-OPERATION WITH THE 
GOVERNMENT OF BOTSWANA AND WILL ACT AS CLEARING HOUSE FOR 
INFORMATION ON ALL ASPECTS OF THE ASSISTANCE PROGRAMME. IN 
ADDITION IT WILL MAINTAIN RECORDS OF THE REQUIREMENTS OF 
BOTSWANA AND OF OFFERS OF ASSISTANCE RECEIVED OR PLEDGED. 

THE GOVERNMENT OF BOTSWANA HAS INFORMED ME THAT IT WILL WELCOME 
BOTH MULTILATERAL AND BILATERAL ASSISTANCE TO HELP MAINTAIN 
THE MOMENTUM OF THE COUNTRY'S DEVELOPMENT DURING THIS DIFFICULT 
PERIOD. A SPECIAL ACCOUNT HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED AT HEAD- 
QUARTERS FOR THE CONVENIENCE OF THOSE DONORS WHO MAY WISH 
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TO CHANNEL THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO BOTSWANA THROUGH THE UNITED 
NATIONS. 

I AM CONFIDENT THAT ALL STATES WILL GIVE THE MATTER THEIR MOST 
URGENT ATTENTION AND WILL RESPOND POSITIVELY TO THE APPEAL 
MADE BY THE SECURITY COUNCIL BY PROVIDING BOTSWANA WITH THE 
FINANCIAL AND MATERIAL HELP WHICH IT SO URGENTLY NEEDS. I TRUST 
THAT YOUR GOVERNMENT WILL FIND IT POSSIBLE TO CONTRIBUTE 
SUBSTANTIAL ASSITANCE FOR THIS PURPOSE. 

ACCEPT, SIR, THE ASSURANCES OF MY HIGHEST CONSIDERATION. 

KURT WALDHEIM 
SECRETARY-GENERAL 

UNQUOTE 

LEONARD 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PROGRAM ASSISTANCE, DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS, DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 11 -May-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977USUNN01472 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 67-0095 

Format: TEL 

From: USUN NEW YORK 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770568/aaaacgjp.tel 

Line Count: 156 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 89613096-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION 10 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 USUN NEW YORK 1469 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17-Dec-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2556334 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SYG WALDHEIMVS LETTER ON ASSISTANCE TO BOTSWANA 
TAGS: PFOR, EAID, US, BC, UN, (WALDHEIM) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/8961 3096-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



